THE APOSTLES’ CREED: THE HOLY, CATHOLIC CHURCH
Eph 4:1-6

1. Definition of Catholicity

WCF 25.1 explains catholicity as follows: “The catholic or universal Church, which is invisible,
consists of the whole number of the elect, that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one,
under Christ the Head thereof; and is the spouse, the body, the fulness of Him that filleth all in
all.”

1. The catholic church is primarily invisible.

Col 1:18-21: “And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn
from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased
to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether
things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. Once
you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. But
now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his
sight, without blemish and free from accusation.”

2. The catholic church contains all who are united to Christ in the work of redemption.

Eph 2:13-16: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by
the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its
commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the
two, thus making peace, and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by
which he put to death their hostility.”

3. All members of the invisible church enjoy spiritual equality.

Gal 3:28: “There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

Col 3:11: “Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.”

WCF 25.2 reads, “The visible Church, which is also catholic or universal under the Gospel (not
confined to one nation, as before under the law), consists of all those throughout the world that
profess the true religion; and of their children: and is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
house and family of God, out of which there is no ordinary possibility of salvation.”

1. The invisible catholic body manifests itself visibly in a transnational assembly.

Gal 2:11-14: “When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood
condemned. For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when



they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was
afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his
hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. When | saw that they were
not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a
Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to
follow Jewish customs?”’

2. The visible body authenticates itself by professing true Christianity.

1 John 1:3: “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have
fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.”

2 John 10-11: “If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not take them into
your house or welcome them. Anyone who welcomes them shares in their wicked work.”

3. Visible churches can have errors but still be true churches

WCEF 25.4: “This catholic Church hath been sometimes more, sometimes less visible. And
particular Churches, which are members thereof, are more or less pure, according as the doctrine
of the Gospel is taught and embraced, ordinances administered, and public worship performed
more or less purely in them.”

WCEF 25.5: “The purest Churches under heaven are subject both to mixture and error; and some
have so degenerated, as to become no Churches of Christ, but synagogues of Satan. Nevertheless,
there shall be always a Church on earth, to worship God according to His will.”

2. Implications of Catholicity

Love and cherish orthodoxy

Eschew all forms of segregation within the church

Appreciate church history

If possible, visit Christians in another country

Recognize fellow believers, even when you disagree with them.



